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Friday 7th June 2024

Dear Parent / Carer, 

We wanted to make you aware that following amendments to the Department for Education Working Together to Improve School Attendance guidance there will be some changes to how Penalty Notices (fines) work from the start of the next school year. 
The National Framework for Penalty Notices (Department for Education) will come into effect from 19th August 2024. The Framework aims to prioritise a support first approach before a Penalty Notice is issued. The Framework includes the following:
· A national threshold for Penalty Notices of 10 unauthorised sessions (5 days) in a rolling 10 school week period. There is flexibility to reduce this figure in specific circumstances.
· Increase of penalty notice charges from £120 to £160 if paid within 28 days, and £60 to £80 if paid within 21 days.
· Any second penalty notice issued to the same parent for the same child within a rolling 3-year period being charged at a higher rate of £160.
· National limit of 2 penalty notices to be issued to a parent for the same child within a rolling 3-year period, so at the 3rd, or subsequent offences, another tool will need to be considered such as prosecution.
· The Framework introduces the Notice to Improve.
· Widening the purposes for which the revenue from penalty notices can be used so that local authorities can spend any surplus on attendance support as well as administering the system and prosecution. 

Please find information from Nottingham City Council (the Local Authority) detailing the changes on the next page.

Yours sincerely,
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Mrs Burgess 
Headteacher






[image: ]Penalty Notice Fines for School Attendance are Changing!
With the introduction of The National Framework for Penalty Notices, the following changes will come into force for Penalty Notice fines issued after 19th August 2024

	
Per Parent, Per Child

Penalty Notice fines will now be issued to each parent, for each child that was absent.
For example: 3 siblings absent for term time leave, would result in each parent receiving 3 separate fines.

	
First Offence

The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for Term Time leave of irregular attendance the amount will be:
£160 per parent, per child if paid within 28 days
Reduced to £80 per parent, per child if paid within 21 days




	5 consecutive days of term time leave

Penalty Notice Fines will be issued for Term Time leave of 5 or more consecutive days, inset training days are school days and can be included in the 5 or more consecutive days where there was intent to be absent for term time leave.

10 sessions of unauthorised absence in a 10-week period

Penalty Notice fines will be considered when there have been 10 sessions of unauthorised absence in a 10-week period




	Second Offence
(Within 3 years)

The second time a Penalty Notice is issued for Term Time leave or irregular attendance the amount will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days




	Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years)

The third time an offence is committed for Term Time leave or irregular attendance a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case will be presented straight to the Magistrates’ Court.  Magistrates’ fines can be up to £2500 per parent, per child

Cases found guilty in Magistrates’ Court can show on the parents future DBS certificate, due to a ‘failure to safeguard a child’s education’.
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Henry Whipple Primary School

Padstow Road, Bestwood Estate, Nottingham, NG5 5GH

Tel: 0115 915 5723

Website: www.henrywhipple.co.uk
Email: sbom@henrywhipple.nottingham.sch.uk

Head Teacher: Mrs C Burgess, BA (HONS) PGCE, NPQH





