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24TH January 2025

Dear Parent/Carer

Despite everyone’s best efforts head lice have been reported once more within school. Can I stress that it is very much a community problem that can only be overcome by every single parent making sure that they check their own child’s hair regularly – ideally, every night.

Children should not be brought into school until their head has been effectively treated. However, we must stress that it should only take a couple of hours to treat your child’s hair and they must return to school after treatment. Failure to attend school will result in your child’s absence being marked “unauthorised”.

It is very distressing for all concerned but it is a problem that can be overcome if everybody 
co-operates.

Yours sincerely


Mr Johnson
Headteacher


•	Please check your child’s hair this evening.  Lice are most easily detected by fine tooth combing really wet hair
•	If no lice can be found by careful combing of shampooed hair from the roots, there is no need to consider applying head lice treatments (lotions or rinses), even if there have been cases reported in school 
•	If head lice are discovered then you should treat the problem

Head lice are small insects, roughly the size of a match head, usually grey or brown in colour.  Eggs take 7 - 10 days to hatch.  The lice take 7 – 14 days to become fully grown and able to mate, whereupon the female begins laying more eggs.

Empty egg sacs are white and shiny and may be found further down the hair as the hair grows out.
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